FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE NEW REEDED 125

SUPER GONDAT

by the Stall of DIRT BINE

Competition Orange Toaster

What's faster out of the hole than
an Elsinore? Pulls wheelies like a
Sherpa T? And bounces like ajack-
rabbit that's just chewed his wa
clear through two acres of illegal
vegetation?

The Super Combat, that's what.

Faster than an Elsinore? Aw,
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cCome on, H”‘H L’”H.\',

It is. We tried it.

Put it on the line with the rest of
the 125 class and as long as the S.
Combat can keep its rear wheel on
the ground, it will be there a cou-
ple of feet in front.

We ran it off across any 1255 that

hupptjmr:f h}'. and our test rider ot
15 feet in front every time, Of
course, he's good, But then, so
were some of the other guys.

That 15 feet at the end of the
start chute is un{:ugh to make all
the difference in the world during
the first lap.

DIRT BIKE
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It's all done with that same
skinny engine you're used to see-
ing. Only this time, Hodaka has
equipped it with a reed valve, a
32mm Mikuni, an iron liner in an
aluminum alloy evlinder, and one
of those no-flvwheel CDI igni-
tions.

The total is an edge in the first
cOrncer.

But if a fourth- or fifth-gear
struight exists anvwhere on the
course, the rest of the pack will eat
up vour edge during the first lap.
The next lap, vou're gonna be
down a slot or two. There are a lot
of bikes in the class that have it
over the 5, Combat on top.

And if the course is rough,
they're going to blow vou off so
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bad that vou'll think vou got on an
Ace 8 by mistake.

The problem is the suspension.

Out of the box, both ends were

.well, let’s say that vou could
expect a lot more than yvou got. So
vou'd probably walk up to the
forks to check them out a little; tap
‘e, and find out that the sliders
are still steel.

Hey, that's the problem with the
front end.

Nope, The steel units are only a
little heavier than the modern
-'1.|'|.'I||1i]|.l||n OIS, .-'\.I‘Ili. '“']“;"II whe hﬂ.d
Moly Blue medium in the tubes,
they worked fine. We even tried a
front wheel landing and couldn’t
fuult them. {(OK, we know that all
the pros do deliberate front end

touchdowns, but it still scares us;
we'll admit it.)

But the other end. Whew, Yes,
the Kyvaba shocks make the rear
hop up and down, mavbe not ex-
actly like o stoned jackrabbit, but
the analogy is close enough. Ever
seen a jackrabbit make it in a
stratight line? You got the picture.

Haodaka's shocks used to have
only rebound damping. It was
cheaper und perfectly adequate for
the light Rats and Aces. It even
turns out that Hodaka was on the
right track; lately the hot setup in

shocks has been super-light
down-damping and good up-
damping.

But in the case of the stock S.
Combat equipment, it feels like
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There's generous gussatting on Bob Rutten’s swingarm.

no damping down or up. Defi-
nitely springy.

Too bad. becanse otherwise the
Hodaka does handle, In the
characteristic short-wheelbased
Hoduaka style, of course. but on
mini-straight, multi-turn tracks,
that’s hot. You just jump from
comer to comer, letting the pedals
flutter and the engine torgue you
out and away.

It slicle, too. At least, a well set
up one will, Our test machiners
waould, but it wasn't fun, The local
triucks are u bit rongh in spots here,
and all the spots are in the comers,
You got it hung ont, and then von'd
hit something and the rear would
10 WY,

It gets back to the shock pmiz—
lem, because when there's no
compression-damping, the spring
rate becomes doubly important to

good handling. OF course, we
strongly suspect that there are only
a halt-=dozen bikes in the world
that still have the stock shocks on
them. Which would remove the
source of all this sniveling.

On to the nit-picking:

BITS AND PIECES

Like one-way shock dampening,
like the steel fork sliders, Hodaka
is voing their own way with the air
box. While evervone else has gone
to great lengths to seal their air
boxes, the 5. Combat only has two
number plates bolted over the
holes. It leaves plenty of space for
air passage. and while we never
vot the chanee to min through a
deep waterhole during our two test
sesstons, nothing the water truck
left Behind zot down in there,

i
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U.s. NORSTAR

MX or ENDURO
SIZES 4-14

36695

REAT
ﬂiv? poC™

FULL BORE

B or E widths
MX or ISDT
SIZES 5-14
(MX add Va2 size)
The boot by which
\y, others are judged.

56395

FULL BORE
ECONOLINE

Similar to above except
1%2* shorter and man-
made material from ankle

$51 95

MINI-FULL BORE

WHOLE SI1ZES 2-8
Boys — add 1 to 1 V2 sizes
Ladies — send regular size

$3695

Balli 120 Star ... ... i s
Super Magnum ... ?.
{(White, Qrange, Silver)

HangTen" !, MX SOCKS
Best wearing and best looking sock
for the money

Sock Sizes 8-9, 10-11, 12-13 $2.95

Tpnn o =
Genvine Cowhide Belis
SIZES 24-40
Honda £7.99 Husgvarna
Suzuki Keep onriding Kawasaki
Yamaha Hodaka Bultaco

SHIPPING (UPS) $1.50 boots, $1.00

Accessories

Pro-X Leathers, Blk. Brn., Blue $57.60
Pro-X Denim Padded pants  $18.95

Boys 5,6,7,8,10,12, 14 — Mens 28-42
Oury soft rubber grips, yellow, red or
blue $3.88

GORDON'’S
77 Hudson Plaza
Fairburn, GA. 30213
Phaone (404) 964-2572
We are also Distributors
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neat. Having good brakes — and it
does — is even better,

The tires were good when new,
We never got them worn enough to
see how thev'd be later,

Two Super Combats were in-
{volved in this test. One of them
| had a loose swingarm and later had
the clutch come apart, When vou
get vours, check the fasteners in
[ both cases.

Plastic rollers keep the chain
from going where chains shouldn’t
i,

A Daide chain comes stock.
Nowadays people advertise any
D.1.D. equipment on their bikes.
All because of D.LD. rims. Do not
be misled; it's not the best chain in
the world.

There's a decal right on top of
the tank that sayvs "Super Combat.”
In case vou develop temporary
amnesia, vou can take a quick peck
down there and find out what

Hubs look like the old kind, but thoy're
stronger and are laced o nine-gauge
spokes on the 5. Combat.

. I
Mo re IIE]II]J.{.

SUMMARY
You should pop for a plastic tank
and some shocks when vou pick up
the bike. Put them on. Go riding,
You'll never have a snivel.
Especially if vou attend to our
liot setup supplement.

TRICKING OUT TIE
TOASTER

| Actually there were three Super

| Combats hanging about when we

were  testing, One was Bob

Rutten's MXer. This Hodaka-

sponsored unit had another set of

Cont'd. on page 85

JIM POMOROY

Wearing his new super frick autograph
hat. Purchasa of this hat will hela
suppart Jim in Europe. Mo. 108..%1.25

All iltams avallable with your company
name ar logo,

PRO-AM
Fineit quality hat
ot avallable  anywhare.
Color co-ordinated
factory colors, with
teamn m/c patches.
Cne size fits all,
o, 101 ....4%1.95

STROKER HAT
Qur  nowest  tam)
Hat comes In can-
trasting colors. One
s1zm Tits all.
Mo. 102 ....$2.95

M/C VISOR

Quality made wvisor
with your myc brand
affixed. na slze

Tits adl,
Mo. 103 .. ..%2.95

We specialize In custom-made hats with
your :nmmnv nlmt

LEATHER
VISOR
e aliiy genuine
: Ieather vitor custon
% engraved with MJC

sdjustatde. Ore  wl7e
fite all,
Pdg. 113 Hetsl 34.9%

A Thu arlglﬂar Hot Hat
‘_"Jn new factory col-
ofs . and  des rL
& Specify. Small,
S lum, or Large.

% Mo, 105 . ...%1.00

EURCPFEAN
MX CAP

Our naewest 1term. High

au]lit,- cotton cap

eilgned after the
:ﬂ Eurocpean MX

:.p ME fder on

fronl with M/C brands

on ude. Teswm colors

L with color £o-ordine

S afed panely. One e

fits all.

Moo 112 Retafl $2.50
HOT CHEST
FROTECTOR

[HALTER TOF FOR

P ‘I'D‘J‘Filliil
Migde of 1 colton.

I-nolwldxully Ditll-l?l‘d

i alpday

sife fits &, -‘:\-l'i'britd

SUPSF CL‘A'DH- par

deslgn. Mot

Motortyile Brendn,

Fetasll $4.9%

Mo 118

LEATHER
STROKER
This | the eenuing
leathar

Feo. 114 Hetall $12.93

o ITEM MIC BRAND PRICE

S HIFATNG 50
Calil. Residents add g=, Tax

TOTAL

MName
Stroat
City State Lip

Send to  SUM HAT CO.

makers of Famous Hot Hata
17825 Sky ParkDept, DA
Irvine, Ca 92707

Dealer & distributor inguiries invited.

a9



